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     Identification Number: 25251931
KIRIGA, AGNES WARINGA
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
PERSONAL INFORMATION:

Date of Birth: 

25th January, 1986.

Marital status: 

Married.

Nationality: 

Kenyan.

Languages: 

Swahili, English, kikuyu (Spoken and Written)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
PERSONAL PROFILE
· Well experienced in crop diseases identification in a laboratory environment. 
· Over three years work experience in agronomy and crop research. 
· Experienced in ELISA and PCR diagnostic techniques.
· Well experienced in diagnosing plant virus, nematodes, bacteria and fungi in a laboratory environment.

· Experienced in planning and establishing field experiments in research farms and in farmers’ fields 
· Technical experience in agronomy, smallholder farming, pre- and post-harvest handling, processing and storage of various crops.
· Experience working in laboratory environment and screen house management.

· Experienced in variety testing through conducting field trials and managing data collection from a variety of evaluation trials. 
· Experienced in training farmers on implementation of Conservation Agriculture.

· Experienced in providing agronomy technical support to the farmers.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
EDUCATION BACKGROUND

	DATE
	SCHOOL
	GRADES OBTAINED

	2013
2007 -2011
	Kenyatta University

Nairobi

Egerton University,

Nakuru.
	MSC. Crop Protection (Plant Pathology)

Bachelor of Science   Agriculture

	2011 April-May

2002 – 2005
	Egerton University

R& E department 

Gatanga Girls Sec School
	Certificate in Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA)

K.C.S.E Exams


WORK EXPERIENCE
March 2015-To date -ICIPE, NAIROBI-PLANT HEALTH DEPARTMEN
Research Officer, Nematology laboratory

· Sampling in the potato and commercial fields of pineapple for nematode and other disease diagnosis
· Extraction and identification of different plant parasitic nematodes in the laboratory environment using morphological and molecular characteristics

· Culturing nematodes in the screen house
· Laying trials in the greenhouse for biological control of nematode using fungus and bacteria
· Monitoring the experiments both in the fields and greenhouse, data taking and analysis,  keeping records and report writing 
Achievements 

· Gained working experience in diagnosing plant virus, nematodes, bacteria and fungi in a laboratory environment

· Managed to maintain crops in both green and screen houses and achieved desired level of success.

· Gained working experience data analysis using R software.

· Gained experience to work in an international research center and collaboratively interact with its staff and partners of diverse professional backgrounds
Jan- Sep 2013 - Chania Farm and Agrochemical Company 

Position: Green house supervisor and Agronomy Sales Representative

Duties 

· Conducting research in nature, cause, and control of plant diseases and decay of plant products: Studies and compares healthy and diseased plants to determine symptoms of diseased condition.
· Supervision of greenhouses by analyzing and identifying potential hazards to horticultural crops.
· Coordinate control of horticultural crops pests and diseases in green houses.
· Responsible for sales of bulk and commercial seeds, chemical, fertilizer in addition to offering agronomy services to farmers.

· Overseeing retail and distribution channels for Chania agrochemical distribution company

· Carrying out farm visits and providing technical support to the small scale farmers;

· Providing technical assistance and related information to customers regarding best management practices, crop and weed and pest identification.

· Preparing weekly and monthly sales and marketing reports

Achievements 

· Gained working experience in diagnosing plant virus, nematodes, bacteria and fungi in a laboratory environment

· Gained experience in control of diseases in horticultural crops.
· Managed to maintain horticultural crops green houses and achieved desired level of production. 

· Enhanced the growth of market share of Chania Farm and agrochemical Company in the area of crop protection and seed products distribution from 12 to 18 retail agrovets.
· Managed to assist in the timely resolution of customer issues and ensuring that all clients are maintained through proactive communication.

· Ensured clients feedback and complaints in regards to the seeds distributed were promptly attended to.

· Capacity built lead farmers in the assigned geographical area on best agronomic practice during farmers field days.
Nov 2011- to Dec 2012, - Faraja Latia Farmers Training college- Kajiado
Agriculture Extension Officer
· Carrying out on farm demonstration on proper management of various in the training farm and replicating the good agronomic practices in farmer’s farms. 

· Carrying out soil research- doing soil sampling in small scale farmers field- and advising the farmers on proper soil intervention.   farm visits and providing technical support to the farmers (timely weed control, control of pests, diseases and use of appropriate cropping)

· Carrying out assessments to determine potential yields of food crops to assist farmers determine adequacy, deficits and storage needs.

· Facilitating training for field teams as well as training farmer groups to adopt good agronomic practices;

· Planning and establishing field experiments in research farms and in farmers’ fields 
Achievements
· Successfully managed on farm demonstration plots for maize of different varieties and disseminated to farmers the correct choice of maize variety for the ecological zone.
· Managed to do farmers mobilization, group formation and capacity building on the best agronomical practices for food crops
· Facilitated training of lead farmers to be trainers of trainers  
· Training of women groups-20 women groups in Isinya town and 5 in Kajiado town on sustainable livelihoods approach to assure food security in households.
· Successfully organized farmers field day together with other stakeholders like Ministry of Agriculture 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

May 2010-Aug 2010- Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS)

Assistant Research Technician
· Conducting field trials and managing data collection from a variety of evaluation trials.
· Monitoring on-farm experiments and demonstrations.
· Seeds and plant inspection for plant breeders.
· Assisting in variety testing and seed certification. 

· Doing seed quality analysis in the lab.
· Assisting in organizing, planting and managing breeding nurseries. 

 TRAININGS 

· Attained BCE class driving license.
· Certificate in Participatory Rural Appraisal.
· Certificate in microcomputer application packages. 

· Training on Conservation Agriculture by PAFID.
· Trained on ISO 9001:2008

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
REFERENCE

	1. Dr. Solveig Haukeland
ICIPE
Plant Health Department

             Email: shaukeland@icipe.org 

Phone: 0716164032
2. Dr. Maina mwangi

Kenyatta University

Agricultural Science and Technology

Email: mmaina@gmail.com
Phone: 0710860550
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